in the house … the progress of history and the fallen women. " 2 In her view, the knowledge of the rigors of historical transformation are compensated by the closed-off privacy of home and the nurturing love of women. Home is furnished in the search for peace, its abundance an index of the pressures from the outside. In this authoritative economy, men are public and historical while women are private and timeless. In the modern trans-Atlantic West, the increasingly definitive imagination of historical time and the advancement of self-consciousness, subjectivity, and action in and through historical time, has the consequence of pushing "others, " whether women or the non-West or the traditional or the "premodern, " into a non-historical and in some ways un-self-conscious space. The contours of modern history flattens them completely out. Throughout the nineteenth century, history was repeatedly produced in opposition to a non-historical other.
However, the idea that the private is constituted in the West as a place outside of history is inadequate because it is too absolute. A third way that the relationship between "history" and the "private" has been formulated is to regard the private as the very marker of the various contexts of historical periodization so that it is precisely household inventories and everyday manners that express the particularity of a historical period. The site of Pompeii, for example, captured the nineteenth-century imagination precisely because the intact ordinariess of the site embodied the difference of the Stavian cities in the year 79.
3
It offered a glimpse into domestic lives as they "actually were, " in the words of Germaine de Stael, and offered a compelling argument for proveniencing recovered relics rather than carting off to Rome or Naples exemplary specimens. Again and again, the "age of the spirit of the age, " as James Chandler nicely puts it for the 1820s and 1830s, took account of households to describe the spirit of the age and to index both chronological change over time and cultural difference across space. The duty of the observer in the historical age, wrote Washington Irving, was to "cope with the people in all their conditions, and all their habits and humours. "
4 It was at the "convivial table" and around the
